My Visit to the McMaster Museum of Art

[image: Photograph showing McMaster Museum of Art entrance, a stone-and-glass university building with broad steps, accessibility ramp, and spherical lamps. Facade signage reads “we remain profoundly and infinitely connected,” while posters, blue banners, and several pedestrians mark an active cultural venue.]
I am going to the McMaster Museum of Art. The museum is located on the McMaster University campus. Admission to the museum is free for everyone or I can donate any amount of money, if I want to. 

[image: Photograph shows a person in a light-blue shirt and white pants entering a glass-fronted building through an open door.]
I enter the museum through the front door.

[image: Photograph showing a woman entering a lobby through a pair of glass doors.
]	[image: Photograph showing a woman entering a lobby through a pair of glass doors.]
I enter the lobby through a second set of doors.

[image: Photograph shows a visitor speaking with a seated receptionist across a wooden service counter in a brightly lit lobby space. The receptionist is sitting in front of a computer. Behind her is a shelf with colourful catalogues on display.]
There is an attendant at the desk in the lobby that will explain to me the rules of the museum and will give some information about the rules of the museum.
[image: Photograph of open wooden display shelving, holding a black printed tote bag.]	[image: Photograph shows a long wall of gray metal lockers arranged in multiple rows along a narrow hallway. Each compartment includes a lock and key, illustrating organized storage.]
I will have to leave my backpack, or large bag, or umbrella on the shelves behind the desk, or in the lockers downstairs. 

[image: Photograph of chrome clothing rack and several black hangers.]
I can hang my coat on the coat rack in the lobby.
[image: Black signage on a whilte wall outlining visitor guidelines for a museum or gallery, including no touching artworks, food, drinks, gum, or pens, plus required bag storage. The signage indicates pencils are permitted (no pens), as well as personal photography unless otherwise posted.]
I cannot take food, snacks, or drinks into any of the gallery spaces. I cannot chew gum in any of the gallery spaces. The attendant will let me know if I am allowed to take pictures of the art. If I can take pictures, I can’t use the flash of my camera.

[image: Photograph shows a person holding a pencil and paper in front of a large display case featuring coloured photographs. ]
If I need to write anything down while I am in the gallery, I can use a pencil and a notebook. I cannot use a pen while I am in the gallery. I can also use a digital device, like a phone or iPad, if I need to make any notes.
[image: Photograph of a person standing in a gallery space with their hands in their pockets.]  [image: Photograph of a person standing in a gallery space with their hands at their side.]  [image: Photograph of a person standing in a gallery space with their hands clasped behind their back.]
I cannot touch any of the artwork that is on display. If I feel like I really want to touch the art, I can place my hands in my pockets or put my hands behind my back or put my hands at my side.

[image: Photograph showing a hallway behind a wooden door.]	[image: Photograph of a closed accessible restroom door with wheelchair-accessibility and automatic-door caution signs. ]
The museum has bathrooms. There is an accessible, All-gender bathroom at the end of the hallway next to the desk in the lobby. There are also Womens and Mens bathrooms downstairs.
 [image: Photograph of a person entering a silver door marked “To Galleries.” ]      [image: Photograph of a person descending a staircase.]       [image: Photograph of a person holding open a door and entering a hallway.]
[image: Photograph of the closed exterior door of a Womens restroom.]        [image: Photograph of the closed exterior door of a Mens restroom.]
I go through the metal door and walk down to the bottom of the stairs. I look to the right and open the door. The bathrooms are on the right side of the hallway. If I need help with getting to the downstairs bathroom, I can ask a museum staff member to give me directions to the bathrooms.


[image: Photograph of a contemporary art gallery with a concerete floor and while walls exhibiting frames artworks. In the middle of the room are sculptures on a raised platform. ]	 [image: Photograph of a contemporary art gallery with a concerete floor and while walls exhibiting frames artworks. In the middle of the room are sculptures on plinths.]
There are two art galleries on the main floor. The floor is concrete and I might hear my shoes squeak when I walk on the floor. If anyone speaks loudly, I might hear their voices echo. There may be a video or film playing in the gallery. If I find the volume of the video too loud, I can cover my ears or if I have headphones, I can put those on or I can leave the gallery for a break. 

[image: Photograph of a  person entering a metallic doorway labeled “To Galleries”.]	[image: Photograph of a person ascending a staircase. ]
To visit the additional galleries and the coin room on the fourth floor, I walk through the metal door and walk up the stairs all the way to the top. If I need to use the elevator, I can let a staff member know and they will assist me with the elevator.
[image: Photograph shows a stainless-steel elevator entrance in a white cinder-block hallway. ]	              [image: Photograph showing a carpeted hallway leading to two closed wooden doors.]
The elevator is in an area not usually visited by the public. I need a staff member to assist with getting to the elevator and to operate the elevator. The elevator can take me to the fourth floor.  When the elevator reaches the fourth floor, the elevator doors will open to the hallway where the coin room is located.

[image: Photograph of a woman examining a large abstract wire sculpture in an indoor gallery space.]             [image: Photograph showing a wall-mounted glass display cabinet against a bright orange wall. Inside the display case are three clay pots.]      
As I walk through the stairwell to the fourth floor, there is a silver sculpture made from clothes hangers. The sculpture is interesting to look at. I walk to the top of the stairs. At the top of the stairs there are antiquities on display. On the right side there is a metal door. I enter the gallery through that door.
[image: Photograph of a museum exhibition case displaying ancient pottery, vessels, coins, and small artifacts on illuminated shelves. ]         [image: Photograph of a mounted museum display case featuring ancient coins on a cream-colored board.  An “ANTIQUITIES” information panel beside the display case includes exhibition information.]
The first gallery that I enter has ancient Greek and Roman coins on display. There are also some antiquities too. The items are in a display case so no visitor can touch them.

[image: Photograph of a person entering a gallery space.]		[image: Photograph of a person in a gallery space reading wall text.]
When I am done visiting the first gallery, I can enter the second gallery and look at the artwork.  The second gallery might have a different exhibition than what I saw in the main floor galleries. The art might be photographs, prints, sculptures, antiquities, paintings, collages or books. It will be interesting to visit what is on display.
[image: Photograph of a person in a gallery looking at a large painting.]
The third gallery has more artwork that I can look at. The third gallery might have another different exhibition than the other galleries that I have visited. This gallery also might have photographs, sculptures, paintings or antiquities.

[image: Photograph of a person entering through a wooden doorway.]
At the back of the third gallery, there are two wooden doors. I can walk through these doors to visit the coin room. 
[image: Photograph of two large closed wooden doors with a sign that says “meeting in progress” hanging from a silver hook.]	[image: Photograph of two large closed wooden doors.]
The coin room has wooden double doors too. The doors will be on the left side. Sometimes the coin room might be closed because of a meeting. When that happens, I can visit the other galleries, or I can choose to visit the coin room another time.
The coin room has more ancient Greek and Roman coins on display. There are information posters about the different coins attached to the wall.

[image: Photograph of a person waving outside McMaster Museum of Art.]
After visiting everything that I want to, it is time to leave the gallery. I enjoyed my time at the McMaster Museum of Art. 
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